We have data in the play to show that Caesar's clemency is not
mere policy. In the past he had been guilty of " wise severity,
necessary protection to the commonwealth, a duty of statesmanship,
and severed right hands."1 But as he appears in the play, he
is entirely humane. Nothing brings this out so well, as the situa-
tion in which a man's egoism is soonest uncovered, the ageing
Caesar's love for the youthful Cleopatra. No doubt, he is infatuated
with her. He confesses:

Caesar.

Oh, my wrinkles \ And my child's heart.
You (Cleopatra) will be the most dangerous
of all Caesar's conquests.2

But he is not surprised, much less angered, when he finds Cleopatra
turning from his age to Antony's youth. In fact, he promises
sending Antony to her. His love for Cleopatra, as she points
it out to Pothinus, is not the usual particularist passion. It is
that universal love of the philosophic man which can be given
to all. To the question of Polhinus, " Does he not love you,"
Cleopatra replies:

Cleopatra.
Love me\ Pothinus Caesar loves no .one.
Who are those we love! Only those whom
we do not hate; all people are strangers
and enemies to us except those we love. But
"It is not so with Caesar. He has no hatred
in him: he makes friends with every one
as he does with dogs and children. His
kindness to me is a wonder: neither mother,
father* nor nurse have ever taken so
much care for me, or thrown open their
thoughts to me so freely.
1.    Caesar ana Cleopatra, p. 267.  I.e.
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